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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  your  consideration  this 
evening,  a Report  on  the  health  and  sickness  of  your  District  for 
the  past  year,  and  at  the  same  time  to  draw  your  attention  to 
any  sanitary  shortcoming  which  has  been  remedied  or  requires 
improving. 

The  following  statistics  of  Births  and  Deaths  will  be  found 
to  compare  very  favourably  with  those  of  previous  years  : 

BIRTHS. 

The  births  of  82  children  (46  males  and  36  females)  have 
been  registered  during  the  year,  or  eighteen  more  than  last  year, 
and  twelve  more  than  the  year  previous.  Taking  the  population 
of  the  village  for  the  middle  of  the  year  at  2,700,  which  is,  I 
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think,  a modest  computation,  the  birth-rate  will  be  found  to 
equal  30*3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  highest  rate  for  more 
than  10  years,  if  not  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  these  imports. 

DEATHS. 

The  death-rate,  13  per  1,000,  is  equally  satisfactory,  being 
less  than  that  of  any  previous  year.  The  rate  last  year  was  14, 
and  that  of  1892  13-5,  so  that  the  three  years  taken  together  give 
most  complete  evidence  of  the  general  good  health  of  the 
village. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  39  (19  males  and  20 
females) ; but  as  the  deaths  of  three  persons  who  were  not  really 
residents  of  the  village,  and  that  of  an  infant  practicably  still- 
born, is  included  in  this  number,  they  have  been  rightly 
excluded  in  arriving  at  the  true  rate  of  mortality  for  the  year. 

AGE  AT  DEATH. 

Under  12  months  old  there  died  8 children,  which,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  born,  yield  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
97*5  per  1,000,  which  is  slightly  in  excess  of  last  year,  but  less 
than  the  two  previous  years.  Two  deaths  are  recorded  between 
1 year  and  5,  1 between  5 and  15,  2 between  15  and  25,  twelve 
between  25  and  65,  and  13  over  65  years.  The  average  age  at 
death  was  43  years,  against  42  last  year. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

The  causes  assigned  to  the  deaths  are: — Disease  of  the 
brain  1;  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  6;  laryngitis  1;  pulmonary 
phthisis  4;  heart  disease  4 ; cancer  3;  old  age  6;  general  tuber- 
culosis or  consumption  4;  immaturity  at  birth  2;  and  to  various 
other  complaints  7 ; there  was  also  one  death  from  enteric  or 
typhoid  fever.  This  is  the  only  death  from  zymotic  or  so-called 
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preventable  disease,  and  was  one  of  two  severe  cases  which 
arose  in  a house  in  Main  Street,  from  the  very  neglected  state 
of  the  ash  midden,  etc.  From  these  data  we  get  the  following 
averages : — Respiratory  death-rate,  2-2  per  1,000 ; Phthisis 
death-rate,  1*4  per  1,000;  and  a Zymotic  death-rate  of  0*3  per 
1,000  of  the  inhabitants.  I need  scarcely  add  that  these  ratios 
are  very  satisfactory,  and  compare  favourably  with  any  district  in 
the  county. 

DISEASES  PREVALENT. 

There  is  very  little  which  is  noteworthy  to  be  said  about  the 
sickness  of  the  year,  and  that  in  itself  is  the  best  that  could  be 
said.  We  have  not  had  any  epidemic  to  deal  with,  there  has 
been  no  whooping  cough,  measles,  influenza,  or  other  general 
complaints.  Two  slight  cases  of  scarlatina  were  notified,  and  a 
few  persons  suffered  from  mild  or  continued  fever.  Three 
patients  had  distinct  typhoid,  two  in  one  house,  but  these  were 
isolated  examples  of  a complaint  which,  before  our  middens  and 
ashpits  were  converted  to  the  tub  system,  was  endemic  in  the 
village,  and  caused  an  outbreak  almost  every  summer  or 
autumn. 

There  was  rather  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  ordinary 
general  sickness,  and  the  illness  among  young  children  showed 
marked  improvement. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  fine 
weather,  there  was  an  unusually  small  amount  of  illness,  con- 
tradicting, as  is  always  the  case,  the  adage  of  the  “ Green 
Yule.”  It  is  worthy  of  record  that  in  the  District  situated 
above  the  railway  only  four  deaths  occurred,  and  only  one  of 
these  was  from  acute  illness,  all  were  of  persons  advanced  in 
years,  the  average  of  their  ages  being  71  years. 
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SANITARY  PROGRESS. 

The  chief  sanitary  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  adoption, 
conjoint  with  the  Parish  of  Menston,  of  a scheme  of  sewerage 
treatment  and  disposal.  The  scheme  will  cost  the  village  a 
large  sum  of  money,  but  it  has  been  evident  for  some  years  that 
some  steps  would  have  to  be  taken  to  bring  our  District  in  line 
with  our  neighbours,  in  respect  to  the  sewerage  pollution  of  the 
Wharfe,  and  any  plan  will  be  reckoned  reasonable  which  is  the 
means  of  keeping  our  beautiful  river  from  the  condition  of  well- 
known  streams  in  the  West  Riding.  It  is  presumed  that  the 
actual  work  of  laying  out  this  large  sewer  system  will  be 
commenced  with  the  advent  of  workable  weather. 

From  the  Surveyor’s  report,  which  I enclose  with  this,  it 
will  be  found  that  no  very  extensive  alterations  for  nuisances 
have  been  necessary.  From  time  to  time,  I have  recommended 
the  conversion  of  some  insanitary  midden,  or  the  re-placing  of 
worn  out  leaky  tubs  with  new  ones.  Very  few  alterations  of 
this  class  are  left  to  be  done,  but  in  the  ca^  of  the  tubs  wearing 
out,  I should  be  }^eas<?d  to  .sjee.  thenT'rep'lacecl  witli3th*e  more 
durable  and  cleanly  zinc  pail. 

The  work  of  refuse  removal  has  been  done  regularly,  and  if 
the  hours  laid  down  by  me  some  time  ago  were  rigidly  adhered 
to,  there  would  be  little  or  no  cause  of  complaint.  Our  annual 
bill  of  health  shows  that  the  system  is  a good  one,  and  I should 
be  sorry  to  see  any  great  extension  of  the  water  carriage  system, 
as  I attribute  the  entire  absence  of  any  case  of  diphtheria,  since  I 
came  to  the  village,  in  no  small  degree  to  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  water  closets,  and  the  removal  of  refuse  at 
periodical  and  short  intervals. 

There  are  some  sink  pipes  in  West  Terrace  which  should  be 
disconnected  without  delay,  but  otherwise,  no  structural  defects 
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are  left  unremediecl  at  the  close  of  the  year.  There  have  been 
erected  five  new  houses  of  a large  and  better  class,  these  are 
fitted  with  water  closets,  but  in  addition  two  have  tubs  and 
three  have  drain  flushes  of  the  Duckett  or  Tipler  type. 

There  is  still  need  for  a number  of  houses  for  working  men. 
There  is  not  a house  of  this  kind  empty  in  the  village,  and 
despite  the  fact  that  two  years  ago  Messrs.  Fison  & Co.  built 
1 8 houses,  there  is  a great  deal  too  much  overcrowding.  A 
number  of  cottages  are  really  not  fit  to  live  in  either  from  situ- 
ation, structural  defects,  bad  repair,  or  lack  of  accommodation 
for  grown-up  families.  If  a number  of  better-class  artizans’ 
houses  were  built,  from  £ 12  to  £1$  per  year  rent,  I believe  they 
would  be  taken  up,  and  the  houses  thus  rendered  vacant  would 
be  occupied  by  families  requiring  more  room  than  they  have  at 
present,  and  the  result  would  be  that  the  worst  class  of  house 
would  remain  unoccupied  until  rendered  more  fit  for  habitation. 
In  addition  to  this,  if  the  West  Riding  Council  establish  their 
new  Asylum  here,  as  is  very  probable,  an  additional  item  will  be 
added  to  the  pppulation,  for  which  at  present  there  is  no 
accommodation  ; and  the  ease  with  which  houses  let,  should 
encourage  the  building  of  more. 

The  water  supply  has  been  good  throughout  the  year, 
although  I have  had  a few  complaints  about  the  hardness  of  one 
source  of  our  supply.  I have  on  several  occasions  tested  the 
water  for  the  presence  of  lead,  but  have  never  detected  any,  nor 
do  I believe  that  the  water  has  any  action  on  lead. 

Under  the  Notification  Act,  8 cases  of  infectious  illness 
have  been  brought  before  my  notice. 

This  Report  of  the  Health  of  the  village  under  the  Local 
Board  in  its  last  year,  will  I think  be  found  as  satisfactory  as  any 
of  its  predecessors,  and  I have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  late 
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Board  for  tlieir  unvarying  courtesy  in  attending  to  the  sanitary 
needs  of  the  village,  and  I trust  that  under  the  New  Council  we 
may  welcome  an  era  of  increased  prosperity. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HAROLD  HEBBLETHWAITE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ADDENDUM , February , 1895. 

THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  VILLAGE. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  at  your  last  meeting 
I beg  to  amplify  my  remarks  on  the  over-crowded  condition  of 
the  village. 

At  the  time  of  the  census  in  1891  there  were  in  the 
village  and  Woodhead  528  houses,  occupied  by  2,661  persons, 
giving  an  average  of  5 persons  to  each  house.  But  of  these 
houses  263  have  less  than  5 rooms,  t.e.,  2 rooms  downstairs 
and  2 bedrooms,  or  less.  As  there  were  many  families 
containing  less  than  5 persons,  it  follows  that  there  are 
a number  of  families  of  more  than  5 persons  living  in  houses 
containing  only  2 bedrooms ; in  fact,  there  are  families  with 
grown-up  children,  with  only  this  accommodation.  There 
are  cases  of  overcrowding,  which  it  would  be  a good 
work  to  remedy.  The  great  need  of  the  village  is  houses 
with  three  good  bedrooms,  and  I believe  if  a number  of  good 
houses  were  built,  they  would  be  immediately  tenanted,  and  the 
houses  left  vacant  would  be  occupied  by  families  requiring,  not 


an  extra  good  house,  but  a more  roomy  one.  Some  cottages 
have  but  one  bedroom,  clearly  an  unsatisfactory  arrangement 
where  grown-up  families  are  concerned.  These  require  the  super- 
vision of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  Certain  houses  are  in  bad 
repair,  or  are  crowded  together  in  unsuitable  places.  The  houses 
known  as  Whitehead’s  Buildings,  near  the  National  School,  are 
small,  poor  houses,  with  one  bedroom  and  one  door.  They  are 
badly  lighted,  and  front  into  a yard  occupied  by  ashpits.  The 
other  houses  next  them  (in  the  ginnel)  are  old,  draughty,  and 
unsatisfactorv  dwellings.  Some  in  Back  Lane  are  in  like  con- 
dition.  One  at  the  back  of  Peel  Place,  and  two  in  a passage  at 
the  end  of  West  Terrace,  are  not  in  a healthful  condition.  Two 
of  the  houses  at  Lane  Top  have  one  bedroom  each,  and  all  are 
out  of  date  and  in  want  of  structural  alterations.  There  are 
many  smaller  defects  which  require  alteration,  but  these  would 
be  easily  remedied  if  the  houses  were  unoccupied  for  a short 
time,  and  do  not  need  special  mention.  I do  not  make  these 
suggestions  in  any  carping,  fault-finding  spirit,  but  solely  that 
the  pressing  needs  of  our  community  may  be  made  known,  and, 
if  possible,  remedied. 


OTLEY  : 


WILLIAM  WALKER  AND  SONS,  PRINTERS. 


